
Growing  
Up in  
Pound  
Ridge: 
Elizabeth  
Hand 
My family moved to 
Pound Ridge fifty years 
ago. I was ten, the oldest 
of five children. Our 
neighbors each had four 
kids, six of them of school 
age. Almost overnight,  
we had a gang of eleven 
who’d play together daily, 
our numbers sometimes 
augmented by other  
kids who lived down  
the road. 
     Ours was a free range 
childhood. We spent  
our time in the woods 
looking for abandoned 
stone walls and ruins,  
or riding our bikes (no 
helmets, natch), roaming 
from house to house to 
house when we were 
hungry or bored or 
wanted a change of 

scenery. There were 
always dogs with us (no 
leash laws), following us 
from yard to yard. My 
best friend Jon and his 
younger sister Sara lived 
next door, in a house with 
an expansive lawn that 
had a huge, ancient oak 
tree in its center, a tree as 
large and almost certainly 
as old as the Bedford Oak. 
In the evenings, we’d 
gather under the tree and 

play until long after dark, 
endless rounds of Tag and 
Gray Wolf and Hide and 
Seek, along with a game 
we invented that involved 
tracing the tree’s 
labyrinthine shadows on 
the grass. We’d hear 
whippoorwills and 
katydids and fireflies, 
wood frogs and peepers 
and toads trilling, and 
watch bats stitch across 
the twilight. 

     In the spring, my 
brothers organized games 
of kickball. One summer 
my brother Pat held a 
track meet, with awards 
made of wood blocks 
spray painted gold. We 
held a carnival in a 
neighbor’s field with 
homemade games of 
chance and prizes from 
the local five-and-dime.  
  (continued on page 7.)  !

Perhaps best known by 
some for her writing for 
DC Comics, “Star Wars” 
tie-in novels or the 
novelizations of “X-Files,”  
Hand is also a serious 
novelist, whose 2016 book, 
“Hard Light,” is a sequel to 
2012’s “Available Dark.”
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A POUND RIDGE  
LANDMARK 

The Partridge  
Thatcher House 

MEET OUR   
NEW ARCHIVIST 

Kerry  
Sclafani 

THEY  
LIVED HERE 

Hume  
Cronyn 

IN S I D E TH I S IS S U E

Exhibition: Apr 23 - Nov 18  
“Modern in Pound Ridge: 
20th Century Architecture  
+ Lifestyle” is a brand new 
exhibition scheduled to open 
at the Pound Ridge Museum 
on April 23, 2017.  The 
exhibition will showcase the 
arrival of mid-century modern 
architecture in our town, its 

impact on our landscape,  
and its influence on the 
contemporary home  
designs that followed.  
Benefit Luncheon: Apr 22  
A celebratory benefit luncheon 
will be held on April 22 at  
the Inn at Pound Ridge by 
Jean-Georges, followed by a 
private exhibition preview. n 
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Gina Federico,  
Principal, Gina Federico 
Graphic Design. 

The Pound Ridge Museum, 
when it served as a lecture 
hall for the Presbyterian 
Church, built in 1852, for 
$623.08.  

Circa 1921, it became  
the Town Hall for Pound 
Ridge, with a population  
of around 500, fewer 
residents than in 1782.  

The Pound Ridge Museum 
today, located at 255 
Westchester Avenue, in  
the historic Hamlet.

The 
Partridge 
Thatcher 
House  
By Carol Cioppa  
Pound Ridge  
Landmarks Commission 

Imagine living across 
the road from a Florodora 
Girl, right here, in Pound 
Ridge in the early 1900s! 
But a lot had transpired in 
the Partridge Thatcher 
House in the earlier  
100 years other than 
infamous neighbors.  
It started on February  
8, 1788, when Mary 
Lockwood, daughter of 
Ebenezer Lockwood, 
married Partridge 
Thatcher. A house was 
built for the couple on 30 
acres probably by her 
father and became known 
as “the Thatcher place.”   !

     It was likely a happy 
place because they raised 
10 children in this house. 
However, hard times must 
have come to the family, 
because in 1792 Mr. 
Thatcher mortgaged the 
property described in the 
deed as “Beginning at a 
heap of stones at  
the northeast corner....” 
Then sometime between 
1800 and 1815, Mary’s 
father purchased the 
house and half an acre, 
and on it went. In 1924, 
the house was sold to the 
Stahlmans, and it was at 
this time that dramatic 
changes were made. The 
roof was raised two feet.  

     In 1972 the house, 
garage and its half acre 
were purchased by 
Robert and Mary Moat. 
Mary lived in this house 
until her death at age 104 
in 2016. n 

Pictured (clockwise from top 
left): The Partridge Thatcher 
house (the earliest photo); a 
program for the Florodora 
Girls— “The Rockettes of 
Yesterday”; The Partridge 
Thatcher house (c. 1970).
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A LA N D M A R K

Our new logo celebrates the home of the Historical Society, the 
Pound Ridge Museum, in the heart of Pound Ridge Hamlet. 
Designed by Gina Federico, a life-long resident of Pound Ridge.  Gina’s design captures 
the essence of this historic building — the venue for many Historical Society exhibitions, 
programs and events.  Visit us Saturdays and Sundays, 2:00 - 4:00 pm. n

Our New Logo  
The Pound Ridge Museum



Who Was Major Talmadge 
(of Major Talmadge Lane)? 
Patriot, Soldier, Spy 
by Ed Condon, Town Historian 
Major Benjamin Talmadge was George 
Washington’s spy master during the 
revolutionary war—sent to Pound Ridge by 
Washington to block the British from 
raiding the Connecticut coast. As temporary command of 
Colonel Elisha Sheldon’s Dragoons (calvary), he engaged 
the British commanded by the infamous Lt. Colonel 
Banastre Tarleton on July 1, 1779.  The next day, 
Talmadge, reinforced by local Pound Ridge militia, 
chased the British to Bedford, but not before the British 

had burned the meeting 
house in the Hamlet, the 
Lockwood house and 
captured the Pound 
Ridge Regimental Colors 
of Col. Elisha Sheldon. n 
One of the few surviving 
battle flags of the revolution, 
the colors sold at auction 
for $12,336,000. 

A Hermit in Pound Ridge? 
by Ebie Wood 
When I first read “To Kill A Mocking Bird,” and the 
children’s fascination with Boo Radley, I couldn’t help  
but remember a man we kids called The Hermit.  On 
Saturdays we would often walk to New Canaan to see the 
children’s matinee at the New Canaan Playhouse—usually 
a “Lassie Come Home” kind of movie with lots of cartoons.  
     As we passed an old house in Scotts Corners, we’d 
cross the road to walk on the far side — because that was 
were the hermit lived.  Our imaginations ran wild — we 
knew he never came outside.  Someone said he’d lower  
a basket from upstairs so that a local man could fill it 
with food and he would haul it up so he never had to let 

anyone in.  Someone 
said he made pets of 
the mice and rats and, 
of course, we believed 
it.  He was our Boo 
Radley — a little scary 
and mysterious. 
     Just the other day  
I decided to learn the 
real story.  Was it an  

     unhappy love affair?  
     Or a tragic event that 

made George Nelson Selleck live his life on the upper 
floor of that old house?  Who was he?  For some answers 
I asked Bob Suda, who grew up in Scotts Corners.  

(continued on page 7)

They Lived Here  
By Gail Keene, Trustee 
Some were renters or guests; some were homeowners. 
Some lived here part time (summers or weekends),  
and some lived here year ’round. You know their names 
and you may have seen some of these faces in town.  
These are people who could have lived anywhere in  
the world, but they chose Pound Ridge to call home. 

Ted Sorensen 
American lawyer, writer,  
and presidential adviser,  
Ted Sorensen was a 
speechwriter for President  
John F. Kennedy, as well  
as one of his closest  
advisers. President Kennedy 
once called him his 
“intellectual blood bank.” !

Christopher Reeve 
He was Superman to the rest 
of the world but to Pound 
Ridgers, Christopher Reeve 
was a neighbor whose talents 
included not only acting, but 
writing and directing. After  
a devastating equestrian 
accident left him paralyzed,  
he co-founded the Reeve-
Irvine Research Center, which 
is now one of the leading  
 spinal cord research centers  

   in the world. 

Rosalyn Tureck 
American pianist and   
harpsichordist, Rosalyn  
Tureck, was particularly  
associated with the music  
of Johann Sebastian Bach.  
She was hailed as “the high  
priestess of Bach,” and was  
entitled to say, “You play it  
your way, I play it Bach’s way.” 

Hume Cronyn 
Canadian-American actor  
of stage and screen, Hume  
Blake Cronyn, Jr. delighted 
audiences and critics alike 
during his long career, often 
appearing professionally 
alongside Jessica Tandy,  
his wife for over 50 years. n
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George Nelson Selleck was one of 
the finest basketmakers in town. 
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2016: The Year in Pictures

We Accomplished  
So Much in 2016 
This was an important 
year for PRHS.  We 
challenged ourselves with 
so many important 
projects: 
• Updating and 

networking our 
computers 

• Installing software to 
digitize our collections 
so that they will be 
protected for the future 
and accessible online  

• Hiring a part time 
professional archivist. !

    And all of this while still: 
• mounting exhibitions 
• conducting tours for 

Pound Ridge youngsters 
• selling out our Heritage 

Tour and Museum 
reception 

• offering the Hiram 
Halle Prize to worthy 
high school students 

• redesigning our logo by 
a Pound Ridge native 

• and revamping our 
Newsletter. 

    We could never have 
accomplished all this 
without the generous 
support of both an 
anonymous donor  
and The Pound Ridge  
Car Show! !

    But, we still have so 
much more to tackle: 
• the daunting task of 

digitizing our collections
—likely a 3-year project. 

• revamping of our website, 
poundridgehistorical.org 

• new events to bring 
Pound Ridge history 
alive for young and old 

• and the list goes on...  
    We hope we can count on 
your support as members 
and contributors in the 
coming year! 
On behalf of all the Trustees, 
Ebie Wood,  
PRHS President

45th Annual Meeting: 
Joyce Butterfield, outgoing 
President, and Ruth de Sola 
Mendes, outgoing 
Corresponding Secretary, 
honored for their many 
years of service. 

Join 
Today 
Please send your check, 
payable to Pound Ridge 
Historical Society, to: 
Membership Chair 
Pound Ridge Historical Society  
P.O. Box 51  
Pound Ridge, NY 10576 
Or, visit our website  
poundridgehistorical.org 
and click on the “donate” 
button. 
Or, call us, at 764-4333. 

!
Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. /Dr. 

Street 

Town / City / Zip 

Phone 

E-mail 

! Levels of Support 

o Individual  
(age 62 and under)  $35 

o Individual  
(age 63 and over)  $25 

o Student  $25 

o Family/Dual  $50 

o Friend  $100 

o Sponsor  $250 

o Patron  $500 

o Benefactor  $1,000 

Hiram Halle Prize Winners: The grand prize of $2,000 was 
awarded to Wynter Schnell (center), then a sophomore at Fox Lane 
H.S., for his project, “Four Families at 225 Eastwoods Road,” a 
study of the house and the families that have lived in it since it 
was built in 1907.  The Prize is for “the most original, thoughtful 
and best-executed project that brings a piece of our town’s past 
to life.” Runners up: Michelle Paolicelli and Jessica Smith. 
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2017: Dates to Save
April 22 
Luncheon, Inn at Pound Ridge; 
Exhibition Preview, Pound Ridge 
Museum 
April 23  
Annual Meeting and Hiram Halle 
Prize award; “Modern in Pound 
Ridge” opens, Pound Ridge Museum 

May 29 
Memorial Day Parade 
June 24 
Lecture: David Hutchinson, 
“Origins of Color in Modern 
Architecture,” The Lionheart 
Gallery 

July 29 
Lecture: Jacek Bigonsinski,  
“Mid-Century Modern Architecture,” 
The Lionheart  Gallery 

Fall (Dates TBA) 
Lecture: Carol Kurth,  
“Modern Furniture” 

Lecture: Chuck Griffith,  
“Shaker Furniture” 
P.R. Harvest Festival  
Third Grade History Tour 
Fifth Grade Museum Visit 
Heritage Bus Tour

Car Show Memories. Pictured (from left): Deb Benjamin and Gail Keene, Lisa and Billy Fortin, Dick Lyman and Steve Jobe. 

Exhibitions: The Pound Ridge Garden Club celebrated 75 years with an exhibition, curated by Denis Harrington, outgoing 
Trustee.  The Village Square Quilters held an exhibition and sale at the Pound Ridge Museum. 

Presentation of Car Show Proceeds to PRHS: Pictured 
(left to right): Tom Ritchey, Mike Armistead, Ellen Kearns, 
Billy Fortin, Ebie Wood, Ed Condon, Larry Brotmann, Sharon 
Griffith, Dick Lyman.

PRHS’s new Archivist:  
Kerry Sclafani, hired to 
catalogue our collection.

To the Bus: Local 3rd 
graders head out on their 
History Tour.

By Appointment: PRHS President, Ebie Wood, gives the 
Johnson family a glimpse into their past.  Call us, at 764-4333, 
for a private tour. 

Our Sold Out Fall Historic Tour: Pictured (l to r): Sharon 
Griffith and Regina Kelly — narrators for all three 1-hour tours 
of colonial Pound Ridge, followed by a reception at the museum. 
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Thanks to Our 2016 Members and Contributors
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Growing Up in 
Pound Ridge 
(Continued from page 1) 

The highlight was a 
roulette wheel made out 
of a bicycle wheel. We 
raised seventy-eight dollars, 
and donated it to the 
National Wildlife Federation. 
     The field was owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Widdecombe. 
She had been a radio and 
stage actress early in the 
century, and when her 
husband died at the age of 
101, he was the oldest 
living member of Actor’s 
Equity. Mrs. Widdecombe 
became a close friend of 
our family. I was fascinated 
by her 1700s house with 
its piles of books and 
ancient newsclippings, a 
large painting of her in a 
Theda Bara-ish pose, and 
sepia-toned photographs 
of actors and writers. 
     Winter brought snow 
days — sledding at the 
Widdecombe’s field, or on 
the golf course down the 
road — almost a mile 
away. We walked, dragging 
our sleds. Later, we’d play  

Monopoly or blackjack for 
hours, betting with plastic 
chips. 
     Our parents were 
benign but mostly absent 
overlords. If one of them 
had asked to join our games, 
we’d have thought they’d 
lost their mind. If we’d 
asked for a ride anywhere 
within a two or three  
mile radius, they’d have 
thought we’d lost ours.  
     During the school year, 
we walked down the road 
in rain or snow or sleet to 
wait for the bus. 

A young Liz with Mrs. 
Widdecombe and her two 
brothers and two sisters. 

An excerpt from an essay by 
Liz, while a freshman  
at Catholic University  
of America, D.C. 

One bitter morning the 
temperature was 13 below: 
we jumped up and down 
and made up a circle 
dance to the tune of the 
Mexican Hat Dance to 
keep warm. By the late 
1960s, there were 14 of us 
at the bus stop, always 
with a canine contingent. 
     It sounds idyllic, and in 
many ways, it was. When I 
was in high school, I 
began writing about a 
fictional version of Pound 
Ridge. I called it Kamensic  

Village. It shows up in 
numerous novels and 
stories of mine, along with 
some recurring characters, 
among them an elderly 
woman inspired by Mrs. 
Widdecombe. 
     When I visit Pound 
Ridge now, I rarely see 
children or dogs playing 
outside. The ancient oak 
tree is gone — one windless, 
sunny afternoon my 
parents heard a crashing 
sound. They ran next door 
to see that the tree had 
fallen. In the gaping hole 
left by its immense root 
system, a solitary toad sat 
on a rock. 
     Still, the ancient stone 
walls remains, and the 
secret ruins in the woods. 
And when I write about 
Kamensic Village, the oak 
tree still stands sentinel, 
the moon shining through 
its leaves to loose the 
shadows of children 
playing in the night. n 

Editor’s Note: Elizabeth’s 
father, Judge Edward Hand, 
was a founding member of 
PRHS, and her mother, Alice, 
was a longtime trustee. 

A Young Look  
at Pound Ridge 
by Liz Hand 
 
There is something about a 
small town, a sensation that 
brings to mind sleeping late 
on the first morning of 
summer vacation, snow on 
Christmas, rain rattling the 
roof: homely comfortable 
images, fitting to one as 
snugly as an old friendly 
shoe.  There is nothing to 
match such a place.  Either 
you know it, you grew up 
there and you recognize it, 
or else you never will.
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From the 
Archives 

Silver loving cup. Presented 
to William C. Jones in 1930 by 
The Trinity Property Owners 
Association for “Recognition 
of His Excellent Service.” 

Will Jones was the town’s 
first Highway Superintendent.  
Before his time every 
property owner was 
responsible for taking care 
of the road in front of 
their property and a Road 
Commissioner would 
check to be sure it was 
done.  Jean Bouton, Will’s 
great niece, who grew up 
in town, donated 
the cup.  As a 
young woman, 
Jean taught 
swimming and 
other activities 
at our Town 
Park.  Now 
she’s retired 
and living  
in South 

Carolina.  Her father, 
Clarence, owned the 
garage now known as  
P.R. Auto Repair. n 

Were the snows deeper 
then? The first Highway 
truck and plow (c. 1930) — 
with Will Jones driving.   
Just imagine, with only one 
truck, how long it would 
take to clear all our roads!  

Hermit? 
(Continued from page 3) 

Bob told me George Nelson 
had had an accident and 
couldn't use the stairs, and 
that once when Bob was a 
child he helped bring the 
basket of food upstairs. 
Mystery solved!  
     So the “Hermit of 
Scotts Corners” was just a 
man who decided to live 
quietly alone.  Yet, I still 
ponder what his life must 
have been.  I wish now 
that I had knocked on his 
door…“Hey, Mr. Selleck—
I’m Ebie—I’m 10 years old 
- can I be your friend?”  
He could have been my 
Boo Radley. n 
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